
Statement by His Excellency Mr. Hassan Sobir
at the Solemn meetinszto observe the Tsunami Anniversarv

on Monday. 26thDecember 2005.

2005 will be remembered in history of Maldives as painful year. We say that the
Maldives has always been a country blessed with luck. Surviving on the edge makes you
perhaps depended on luck. But in 2005 we seem to have run out of luck.

We have enjoyed almost 3 decades of unparalleled economic growth. We have also been
referred to as one of the most peaceful and stable places on planet. It was thought that this
would always go on forever. But nothing in this world is destined forever. Firstly we
began experiencing political pressures within the country. There was the call for change
and outside interferencebegan to intensify.

Then came the final blow on the Boxing Day when the tsunami struck the entire country.
It took away 20 years of our hard earned achievements in just one go. The country was
underwater and the destruction was beyond belief. We haven't seen anything like this
before. 82 lives lost and thousands left homeless and entire belongings of families gone
with the waves. Tourism and fisheries which are the life line of the country remained in
tatters.

Political unrest coupled with economic hardship will spell a prefect cocktail for a perfect
storm. Yet one must also realise that crisis bring people together and releases new
opportunities as well. It is the latter that will bring hope and endurance more than the
former.

One year on... ... ..the question often posed is : what are the lessons learnt? We said we do
not want just recovery but recovery plus. How far have we come? Do we need more of
the same or should we change? Are we doing the right thing? Believe me its not easy.
Can the tsunami recovery be kept above cheap party politics?

Weare today a country in transition. A country going through political and social change
at a rapid pace. As you all know the stake holders of this process to bring change should
carry responsibility and accountability. It must come with peace and accept diversity. We
have to weave an inclusive society where we have a sense of belonging and hope for a
better tomorrow.




